
 

News of the Flock 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd-December 2018 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 
In my family, as I was growing up, there were certain traditions and 
schedules that surrounded our Christmas celebrations. The Christmas 
tree went up about a week after Thanksgiving, it generally coincided 
with the beginning of Advent. The tree was decorated by everyone, I 
was especially gifted at putting the single thin strands of tinsel on the 
tree....no clumps, one at a time, and well spread out because that is 
how God meant it to be done.  
 
Soon after the tree was up, presents started showing up as if by 
magic. Every day we would check the tree and shake the presents 
trying to figure out what they might be. And each day the excitement 
of the coming day grew. 
 
We didn't open any Christmas presents until Christmas morning, 
which didn't set very well when we had friends who opened at least 
one the night before. No Christmas Eve wasn't for presents, it was for 
Church. In our home, it wasn't Christmas until we had worshiped. My 
Mom and Dad, as much as they (more so my dad) loved getting on 
the floor and opening presents with us, kept us reminded of what the 
day was about. The time in Church with our church family, with the 
songs and readings of Christmas, is what shaped and surrounded the 
glorious day. 
 
My family went to Church just about every Sunday...but whether you 
come every Sunday or once a year, this celebration, where our world 
slows down and we are reminded that light shines in the darkness, is 
too important to let pass without pausing for prayer and song. 
Especially this year, we need to be reminded that the darkness could 
not, and can not, overcome the light. And our children need to be 
reminded that in the child of Bethlehem there is always hope. 
 
May the Lord of Bethlehem remind us that the small things matter, 
may you be lifted by the love that surrounds you, and may your 
Christmas be filled with the songs of angels.  
 
Oh....and I hope and pray you find a present that is just exactly what 
you were hoping for, and may you be that present to someone else. 
 
Pastor Mike 
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News of the Flock 

Our Council: 

  President, Spirit Team Don Larsen donlarsen43@gmail.com 

  Communications Charles Craton ccraton@comcast.net 

  Treasurer Adam Holzhauer adam.holzhauer@gmail.com 
  Fellowship Stephen Austin autorip@aol.com 
  Girl Scout Liaison Anne Stephens Anne_stephens@bellsouth.net 

  Evangelism, Education Linda Boynton Bossmare92@hotmail.com 

  Stewardship JoAnne Craton jcraton55@comcast.net 
  Community Ministries Shannon Weathers weath451@aol.com 

  Property Don Larsen donlarsen43@gmail.com 

   Pastor Mike pastormike@mylcgs.org 

Council Corner:  
The Church Council wishes everyone a family-and-friend filled 
December and a most joyous Christmas. We wish everyone 
safe travels throughout the month.  

Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
December 2 at 9:30 where we will adopt our 2019 budget.  

As we journey into 2019, we look forward to growing our new 
committees, fellowship and work groups. Please share your 
time and talents where you can and let your council members 
know if there is anything else you’d like to see happening.  The 
council meets on the first Monday of every month at 7PM. 
Everyone is welcome to sit in. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Don Larsen 
Council President 

Daily Bread Needs 
Soup, Tea Lights, & 

Toilet Paper 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Adults Night Out 
Saturday, December 1st  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2nd at 9:30 am 
Please plan to attend! 
We need you there! 

Email servers are constantly updating their 
Spam filters.  As a conscequence, since we 
send out emails to many people at a time, 
the emails from the church are increasinly 

being blocked by these filters.  Please make sure you have 
set your email settings to designate our church email 
addresses from Anne Stephens, Robyn Taylor, and Pastor 
Mike as “safe senders.”  If you are not receiving emails, let 
Anne Stephens know at: AnneStephens@mylcgs.org. 

A big THANK YOU to 

Gunther Rankenburg 
for painting 
the ceiling 
tiles on the 
front porch 
of the 
church! 
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  News of the Flock 
  

Upcoming Events: 
• Adults Night Out:  Progressive Dinner and Gift Exchange 

on December 1st. 

• Please plan to attend the Congregational meeting on 
December 2nd at 9:30. 

• Our next Council Meeting will be held on December 3rd at 
7 pm. 

• The Women’s Christmas Party will be at O’Charley’s at 
6:30pm on December 10th. 

• The Men’s Service Group:  Will meet December 8th from 
8:30 – 11:30 am. 

• Children's Christmas Play:  Our children’s Christmas 
program will be on Sunday, December 16th at 7:00 pm.  

• Book Study! Our book Study continues through the 
month, meeting at 7:00 on Tuesday nights at the Church! 
The Book we are focusing on is "Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading". 

• Wednesday Night Dinners start at 6:30:  Join us for great 
food and fellowship!  

• Don't Miss out on our Bible Study of "The Story". We 
meet just after dinner on Wednesday evenings and each 
session is self-contained! You are wanted in this study! 

____________________________________ 

Our Christmas Eve Service 
will be at 7:30 pm. The 
service will be with candles, 
communion, readings, and 
carols. Join Good Shepherd 
for Christmas Eve and invite 
your friends and neighbors. 

 
 
 
 

Women’s Annual Christmas 
Party & Gift Exchange 

Monday December 10th 
6:30pm 

At O’Charley’s  

 
Our Christmas program 

will be on Sunday, 
December 16th at 7:00 pm.   

  
 
 
 
 

Dinner and activities 
start at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

Join us as we continue our 
journey through the great 

stories of the Bible! 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fd6KdshQYXlfgM&tbnid=ea-8yvjnZzZbtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freepik.com/free-vector/grazing-sheep-clip-art_381081.htm&ei=EKXiU-eSHseRyAS7lILQBA&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHcBXQ82vhRcsKpSZfebpbGeA7_cQ&ust=1407448680147140
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fd6KdshQYXlfgM&tbnid=ea-8yvjnZzZbtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freepik.com/free-vector/grazing-sheep-clip-art_381081.htm&ei=EKXiU-eSHseRyAS7lILQBA&bvm=bv.72197243,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHcBXQ82vhRcsKpSZfebpbGeA7_cQ&ust=1407448680147140


News of the Flock 

Book Study: 
Our book Study continues through the month, meeting at 7:00 on Tuesday 
nights at the Church! The Book we are focusing on is "Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading". You can start any time! We will 
follow this with another book, feel free to share with Pastor Mike any 
suggestions you have. This is also a great place to invite friends..... 

Adults Night Out: 
Progressive Dinner and Gift Exchange on December 1st.  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the Fellowship Hall door.  After you sign up, Shirley 
Sneddon will give you the address of the first stop of our dinner tour 
through Douglas County. Each person should bring a gift to exchange 
which will be at our last stop for the evening. 

Men’s Service Group:  

The Men's Service Group will be meets on the second Saturday of each 
month from 8:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. This month the meeting will be on the 
8th of December. The group will be cleaning out the electrical closet and 
storage room.  Please remove any non-church related items from these 
rooms by Friday, December 7, 2018. 

Women’s Group: 
The Women’s Christmas Party and Gift Exchange will be on December 10th at 6:30 
pm, at O’Charley’s.  Mark your calendar and don’t forget to bring a gift to exchange 
for our game. 

Youth: 
Exciting News!!  We are reigniting our Youth group! The plan is to have both 
Junior and Senior High together and begin monthly events! Watch your email, 
announcements, and newsletter for upcoming events! There is a sign-up sheet 
at the church where you can say you are interested and share with us the best 
way to contact you! 

Library News: 
We are in need of a flat screen television to be mounted on the 
wall of the library.  If you have one you would like to donate, 
please contact Pastor Mike. 

December 2018 
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News of the Flock 

Children's Christmas Play!  
Our children’s Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 16th at 7:00 pm.  There 

will be a sign-up sheet on the fellowship hall door for all 
participants. Program practice will be on Sundays during the 
Sunday School hour from 9:30 till 10:20 starting, December 1st. If 
any of the children would like to sing a solo or play an instrument, 
please let Tara Douds know.  We want all children to participate as 
we celebrate Jesus’ birthday. If you have any questions, please call, 
text, or email Tara Douds at 404 406-7850 or doudsr@comcast.net.  

Operation Christmas:  

Our church will again be participating in Operation Christmas, to bring Christmas to 
children in need in Douglas County.  We are currently collecting donations of new toys 
and/or gift cards for needy children in Douglas County.   

If you would like to help, please purchase gifts suitable for children ages 0 – 17.  We 
usually have plenty for younger children and could really 
use gifts for teenagers.  

Place your unwrapped gifts in the box in the Narthex.  The 
last day to bring gifts is Sunday, December 9th.  Thank you 
for all that you do for those in need in our county. 

We will be selling poinsettias again this year to decorate the 
sanctuary for the Christmas season.  Each plant will be $10.00.  All 
profits from this sale will be going to the Hope Fund to help a family 
with medical expenses in our congregation.  You may purchase a 
poinsettia in honor of, or in memory of a loved one and the 
dedication will be listed in a special bulletin insert for the Christmas 
Eve service.  You may take your plant after the service or you may 

leave it to adorn the altar the 12 days of Christmas.  Those plants left will later be taken 
to a nursing home to bring cheer.  Look for order forms in the bulletins for the next few 
Sundays.  Please make checks payable to Good Shepherd and mark them "Poinsettia."  

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial. 

Thank you to all who helped share long distance love with our 
college students by donating goodies or helping to pack the care 
packages.  

December 2018 
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News of the Flock 

The Daily Bread Ministry:  

Donations of soup, tea lights, and toilet paper are needed.  
Also, please save your plastic grocery bags and bring them to 
the church.  Thank you! 

Stewardship: 
Christmas is approaching, and we are looking forward to giving gifts to our loved ones.  Why 
do we give?  Our giving is the heart of who we are.  We show our love through our gifts.  God 
gave the world the first Christmas gift of His son Jesus.  Christmas Eve, we thank God for the 
gift of Jesus.  Our generosity flows from our faith and gives us a strong relationship with Jesus. 

- Joanne Craton (Stewardship Committee Chair) 
ά[ƛƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦƻƭŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƛŦǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦέ 

 1 Peter 4:10 

Evangelism Committee: 
Anyone interested in being on this committee or helping with the directory, please contact 
Linda Boynton at:  Bossmare92@hotmail.com. 

Birthdays: 

12/1 Maddie  Stringfield   12/15 Amelia  Brown  
12/1 Barry  Calhoun  12/17 Paul  Moser  
12/1 Madison  Holzhauer  12/18 Justin  Stephenson  
12/3 Cristina  Craton  12/21 Kristy  Weathers  
12/4 Theresa  Pulver  12/21 Benjamin  Stear  
12/5 Sarah  Lorenz  12/22 Carrie  Ramsdell  
12/5 Bradlee  Ray   12/26 Megan  Frank  
12/6 Laurie  Ritchie  12/28 Chad,  Waters   
12/6 Claire  Craton  12/31 Lisa  Sirian   
12/9 Stephen  Austin  12/31 John  Lorenz  

12/10 Keith  Buterbaugh    
 

Anniversaries:  

12/17 Stephen & Laura Austin 
12/22 Steve & Theresa Pulver 
12/28 Carrie Ramsdell 

 

Serving in Ministry for the Month of December:   
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 8:30 - Guitarist: Pastor Mike; Acolyte: Jackson Stear; Crucifer:  Reader: Jason Stear  

 Ushers: Butch Myers & Jill Zuehlke; Greeters: Leonard & Sue Murphy 

10:30 - Organist: David Slim; Choir Director: Randy Stephens; Acolyte: Malorie Breneman; 
Crucifer: Sage Smith; Reader: Lynne Williams; Intoning the Psalm: Skip Welch;  

Communion Assistant: Gary Breneman; Altar Guild Member on Duty:; 
Ushers: Neal Ochs, Glen Schillinger; Counters: Bethanny Holzhauer & Wendy Flory; Greeters:  

December 2018 
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8:30 – Guitarist: Pastor Mike; Acolyte: Bradlee Ray  
 Crucifer:   Reader: Shannon Weathers 

Ushers: Shannon & Kristi Weathers; Greeters: Leila & Paulette 
Communion Assistant: Kevin Bauch; 

 Altar Guild Member on Duty: Joan Larsen; 

10:30 - Organist: David Slim; Choir Director: Randy Stephens  
Acolyte: Emma Brown; Crucifer: Jackson Stear 

 Reader: Joe Williams; Intoning the Psalm: Randy Stephens 
Ushers: Neal Ochs, Glen Schillinger 

Counters: Lois Waldmann & Jill Zuehlke; Greeters:  
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  8:30 - Guitarist: Pastor Mike; Acolyte: Benjamin Stear; Crucifer:   Reader: Tony Ritchie 
Ushers: Tony & Laurie Ritchie; Greeters: Jill Zuehlke 

10:30 – Organist: David Slim; Choir Director: Randy Stephens;  
Acolyte: Sage Smith; Crucifer: Emma Brown; Reader: Gary Breneman;  

Intoning the Psalm: Adam Holzhauer; Communion Assistant: Birgit Kelly;  
Altar Guild Member on Duty: Sue Murphy; Ushers: Neal Ochs, Glen Schillinger 

Counters: Seth Gunnels & Birgit Kelly; Greeters:  
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8:30 - Guitarist: Pastor Mike; Acolyte: Bradlee Ray; 
 Crucifer:   Reader: Charles Craton 

 Ushers: Don & Joan Larsen; Communion Assistant: Christina Craton;  
Altar Guild Member on Duty:; Greeters: Leonard & Sue Murphy 

10:30 - Organist: David Slim; Choir Director: Randy Stephens  
Acolyte: Jackson Stear; Crucifer: Sage Smith;  

Reader: Bill Doebler; Intoning the Psalm: Skip Welch;  
Ushers: Neal Ochs, Glen Schillinger;  Counters: Jo Welch & Tarice Nail; 
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 Service will be held at 7:30 pm 

Those serving will be announced. 
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 8:30 - Guitarist: Pastor Mike; Acolyte: Jackson Stear; Crucifer:   Reader: Jason Stear 
 Ushers: Butch Myers & Jill Zuehlke; Communion Assistant: Jason Stear;  

Altar Guild Member on Duty: Joan Larsen; Greeters: Leila & Paulette Bovingdon 

10:30 - Organist: David Slim; Choir Director: Randy Stephens  
Acolyte: Malorie Breneman; Crucifer: Emma Brown; Reader: Levi Bither;  
Intoning the Psalm: Randy Stephens; Ushers: Neal Ochs, Glen Schillinger;  

Counters:  Lois Waldmann & Jill Zuehlke;  Greeters:  

If you cannot serve at your assigned time, please try to find a replacement.  If this is not possible, please let Pastor 
Mike (pastormike@mylcgs.org) or Robyn Taylor (robyn@mylcgs.org) know in time for them to get at replacement.  
Thank you for your service! 

December 2018 
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